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“But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” Then Jesus 

answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 

And her daughter was healed instantly.” 

                ~Matthew 15:25, 28 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

 

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. You may also offer updates to our 

ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and placing them in the offering plates. 

Visitor information cards and member attendance cards (attached to the front of the bulletin) 

may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

At the time of Holy Communion, all are welcome to come forward via the center aisle, receive 

the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, commune all 

on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come forward, you may 

receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-filled cups with 

wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements after receiving 

them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not receive Holy 

Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of intercession.  
 

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*GATHERING SONG Gather Us In (ELW 532) 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,  

and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins,  

God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  

and made us alive together with Christ.  

By grace we have been saved.  

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  

May almighty God strengthen us through the Holy Spirit,  

that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

Freed and forgiven in Christ, let us sing our praises before God!  
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*GLORY TO GOD  
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us 

as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name 

may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

A reading from Isaiah. 

  

 1Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come, 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar; 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM: Psalm 67 
1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

 2Let your way be known upon earth, 

  your saving health among all nations. 

 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 6The earth has brought forth its increase; 

  God, our own God, has blessed us. 

 7May God give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

A reading from Romans. 

 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 

descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people 

whom he foreknew. 

 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to 

God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been 

disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For 

God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 15: 10-28 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11it is not what goes 

into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then 

the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when 

they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not 

planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 

person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to 

us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever 

goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of 

the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil 

intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a 

person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 

 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 

David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He 

answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt 

before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food 

and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 

their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for 

you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (ELW 588) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence for reflection 
 

O God, your Spirit gathers the church. Shepherd those who are newly baptized and newly 

ordained in the proclamation of the gospel, breathe life into ecumenical and inter-religious 

endeavors, and support missionaries throughout the globe. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You created the earth and all its inhabitants and declared it good. Clean polluted skies, seas, and 

soil; provide nourishment to plants and animals; and make us aware of our impact on the 

environment. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You call leaders to bridge differences and practice generosity. Inspire all in authority to protect 

people in harm’s way, deliver those in bondage, support fair elections, provide care for military 

personnel and veterans, and show mercy to those for whom they have responsibility. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You provide for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Embrace people who have been 

rejected because of difference, heal trauma caused by racism or prejudice, shield any who are 

persecuted, console the dying, and heal the sick especially Bob, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, 

Henry, Harry, Roy, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Katie, Debi, those on our prayer list, and all whom we 

remember aloud or in our hearts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

O God, you journey with us in all of life’s transitions. Guide those preparing for baptism, 

marriage, and retirement. Guide our church council and committees in their visioning and 

ministry. Safeguard those who travel. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We give you thanks for those who now rest from their labors. Motivate us by their lives of 

dedication to the gospel, until the day when we join them in our eternal home. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We know you hear our prayers, spoken and silent, and we lift before you now the prayers on the 

hearts of this congregation today (blue prayer cards are read). Into your hands, O God, we 

commend all for whom we pray in the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, 

Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

*EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  
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OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN One Bread, One Body (ELW 496) 

*Rise on 3rd verse 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you,  

O Lord our God, maker of all things.  

Through your goodness you have blessed us and called us your own.  

In your grace, we offer ourselves to your service  

and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made,  

for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  

through our Savior Jesus Christ;  

who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

and by his glorious resurrection  

opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

to explain God’s love, to show it and share it, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

We remember his life lived for others, 

and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 

We await his coming, 

when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

 

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and 

experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Those who do not 

receive the elements of bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMN Healer of Our Every Ill (ELW 612) 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 

fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG In Crist There Is No East or West (ELW 650)  

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord say, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ 

And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’” 

Isaiah 6:8 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s altar flowers are from Deb and Jeff Martin in memory of Deb’s late grandmother 

Toda Christ.  

 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Denise Hager 

Acolyte: Emma Niklewicz 

Young Reader: Emma Niklewicz 

Usher:  

Greeters: Missy Kramer 

Offering: Luca Knauff and Eva Knauff 

 

 

Attendance Last Week: 45 + 4 zoom 
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Notes for the day’s texts: 

“We are beggars; this is true,” are reported to be Martin Luther’s last written words. 

Christians are “beggars” for God’s grace, undeserving but graced nonetheless. A beggar’s 

faith focuses not on what is given or accomplished or believed, but on what is received: the 

healing and sustenance desperately longed for and needed. 

In today’s gospel, the Canaanite woman is such a “beggar” for Jesus’ healing for her 

daughter. She is denied a place at the table at first, but she will accept even “crumbs” in the 

faith that Jesus’ healing power and love are intended even for her. As a Gentile outsider, she 

inhabits the margins of Jesus’ mission to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Jesus’ 

eventual response to her beggar’s faith reveals that the love of God even encompasses the 

margins. 

Marginalized or not, we are all beggars before God, as Paul reminds the Romans—all 

“imprisoned in disobedience” and dependent on God. Thus, our sense of “insider” and 

“outsider” crumbles in the face of our common need and God’s abundant mercy to all. Instead 

of dividing people between those who have a place at the table and those who get crumbs, we 

have an opportunity to share hospitality with our fellow beggars. 

It can be challenging to see ourselves as beggars. Today the Canaanite woman becomes 

our model, as she persists with both humility and audacity. As disciples of Jesus and 

“beggars” for God’s grace, we live the same paradox of humility and audacity, boldly coming 

to Jesus and humbly acknowledging our need. Even though crumbs from God’s table would 

be enough for us, we are offered instead the abundance of Jesus’ own self in bread and wine 

and invited to share this abundance with insider and outsider alike. 

 

Today’s Music 
 

Gather Us In. Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Music: Marty Haugen. GIA Publications, Inc. 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy. Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814–1863, alt., Music: North American, 19th cent. Public Domain / 

CPH Publishing (SESAC).  

One Bread, One Body. Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939, Music: John Foley, SJ. OCP (Oregon Catholic Press). 

Healer of Our Every Ill. Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Music: Marty Haugen. GIA Publications, Inc. 

In Christ There Is No East or West. Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt., Music: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. 

Burleigh, 1866-1949. Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

with permission. 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Isaiah 51:1-6 The enduring foundation of God’s salvation 

Psalm 138 O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever 

Romans 12:1-8 One body in Christ, with gifts that differ 

Matthew 16:13-20 The profession of Peter’s faith 

 


