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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
IS your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin.

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. You may also offer updates to our
ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and placing them in the offering plates.
Visitor information cards and member attendance cards (attached to the front of the bulletin)

may also be placed in the offering plates.

At the time of Holy Communion, all are welcome to come forward via the center aisle, receive
the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, commune all
on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come forward, you may
receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-filled cups with
wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements after receiving
them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not receive Holy
Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.



As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in
each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered
during the prayers of intercession.

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS

*GATHERING SONG You Are Holy! (ELW 525)
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins,

God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.

By grace we have been saved.

In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.

May almighty God strengthen us through the Holy Spirit,

that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.

Amen.
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*THIS IS THE FEAST
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us
all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the

joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
A reading from Zephaniah.

'Be silent before the Lord Gob! For the day of the LoRbD is at hand;

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.

2At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people

who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts,

“The LorD will not do good, nor will he do harm.”

YTheir wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.

Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;

though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.

“The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast;

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.

“That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish,

a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom,

a day of clouds and thick darkness,

'°a day of trumpet blast and battle cry

against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.

Y1 will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust,
and their flesh like dung.

“Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed;

for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 90:1-8, 12
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days that we may ap - ply our hearts to wis-dom.

‘Lord, you have ! been our refuge
from one generation ! to another.
’Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the ! earth were born,
from age to age ! you are God.
*You turn us back to the | dust and say,
“Turn back, O child- ! ren of earth.”
“For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when ! it is past
and like a watch !'in the night; R
°you sweep them away ! like a dream,
they fade away suddenly ! like the grass:
%in the morning it is | green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried | up and withered.
"For we are consumed ! by your anger;
we are afraid because | of your wrath.
®0Our iniquities you have ! set before you,
and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance. R
'2So teach us to num- | ber our days
that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom. R

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

A reading from 1 Thessalonians.

‘Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. “For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come
like a thief in the night. *When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction
will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!
“But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; *for you are all
children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. °So then let us
not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; ‘for those who sleep sleep at
night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. °But since we belong to the day, let us be
sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. °For
God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
“who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. **Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25:14-30
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “““For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves
and entrusted his property to them; ‘°to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one,
to each according to his ability. Then he went away. ‘°The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. *’In the same way, the one
who had the two talents made two more talents. **But the one who had received the one talent
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. ‘*After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. ““Then the one who had received
the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to
me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” “*His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.” “?And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more
talents.” “’His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” ““Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, 1
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; “°so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have
what is yours.” “°But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I
reap where | did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? ?’Then you ought to have invested
my money with the bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own with
interest. “°So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. “°For to all
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. *"As for this worthless slave, throw him into
the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON
10



*HYMN OF THE DAY God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (ELW 678)
(Blue prayer cards are collected)
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*APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need.
A brief silence for reflection

Gracious God, you give talents and gifts to all your people, and you equip the church to serve.
Turn us from fear and self-serving ways, that we use our talents to glorify you and encourage
our neighbor. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You have been our dwelling place from one generation to another. Sustain the life of the planet;
protect farmlands and harvests. Direct all people in wise stewardship of all the earth’s
resources. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call us to honesty and integrity. Instill these values in the hearts of all nations and their
leaders. Free any who are oppressed, expose all corruption, and bring redemption to victims of
injustice. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. Where there is sickness or
sorrow, bring healing, and where there is loneliness, reveal your love in community. We
remember before you especially Bob, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ellen, Ruth,
Sally, Katie, Debi, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember in our hearts. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the faith formation ministries of our church. Give to all children, youth, and adults
who study your word the breastplate of faith and love. Shape us by your love and show us how
to encourage one another. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, you are faithful in all generations. For the promise of life and rest and for the
witness of those who have died in faith we praise your goodness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Gathered together in the communion of the Holy Spirit, we lift up the prayers on the hearts of
this congregation this day (received prayer cards are read). Accept these prayers, gracious
God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

*EXCHANGE OF PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us share that peace with one another.

OFFERING
12



OFFERTORY HYMN Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726)
*Rise on 3" verse
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you,

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us and
called us your own. In your grace, we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

13



*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed, to explain God’s love, to show it and share fit,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
We remember his life lived for others,

and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth.

We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom,

all our sins and sorrows will be no more.

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world.
Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the lord is good, come, for all is now ready.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Those who do not
receive the elements of bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.
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COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715)
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4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man - y still  thirst Make us  your  bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - tl all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth -er signs of your king - dom  come.
0 u Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
0 u
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church gath -ered to - day.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen
us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we
meet you on the way. Amen.

*BLESSING
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!

The blessing of God, Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen.
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*SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537)
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Do b o H 4 ©
I On our way re - joic - ing glad - ly let us 2o.
2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
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Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav - ior thank - ful hearts we  bring;
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Christ with - out, our safe - ty; Christ with - in, our joy;
un - to the Spir - it bow we and a - dore,
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who, if we  be faith - ful, can our hope de - stroy?
on our way re joic - ing now and ev - er - more.
Refrain
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On  our way re joic - ing; as we for - ward  move,
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hear-ken to our  prais - es, O blest God of love!
*DISMISSAL

“Jesus said,

‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples and you will know the truth.’”
John 8:31b-32a

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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The flowers on the altar today are from Deb and Jeff Martin in honor of their daughter
Jessica’s birthday.

Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Missy Kramer
Acolyte: Nathan K
Usher: Larry Werner
Greeters:
Offering: Ava N and Ella N

Attendance Last Week: 87 + 4 zoom

Notes for the day’s texts:

Linked with the reading from 1 Thessalonians and Psalm 90, Jesus’ parable of the
talents invites a full-hearted response to God’s lavish gifts of faith and purpose: “Use ‘em if
you’ve got ‘em!” The people of God are meant to be engaged, alert, and ready to share what

we have received from our prodigally (wastefully) generous God. While the parable has
sometimes been interpreted in the context of judgment, a careful reading also spotlights the
beauty of the faith-generated response to God’s lavish grace.

One word for this is stewardship. Presented in light of God’s gift of faith and purpose,
this “churchy” term can today be transformed to new understanding in the proclamation of the
gospel text. Instead of the weight of obligation and duty, we are invited today to another way:

What does it mean to be awake to the grace of God?

In a time when so many people are discouraged with work, home, life, and church, a
word from Jesus’ parables may be healing, enriching, and startlingly attractive. The gospel
text today is an opportunity to remind the people of God that there is a depth to faith that is
sustainable. In fact, beneath the parables of Jesus is a depth it will take a lifetime to unpack.

Today’s Music
You Are Holy. Text: Per Harling, b. 1948, Music: Per Harling. Augsburg Fortress.
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending. Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006, Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918. Hope Publishing
Company (ASCAP) / Public Domain.
Light Dawns on a Weary World. Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953, Music: William P. Rowan, b. 1951. GIA Publications, Inc.
Christ, Be Our Light. Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957, Music: Bernadette Farrell. OCP (Oregon Catholic Press).
On Our Way Rejoicing. Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt., Music: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879. Public Domain.
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
with permission.

Next Week’s Readings
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 God will shepherd Israel
Psalm 95:1-7a We are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand
Ephesians 1:15-23 The reign of Christ
Luke 17:11-19 Jesus heals ten men with leprosy
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