
1 
 

  

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 

The Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day – April 9, 2023 

420 Beaver St., PO Box 411 

Mars, PA 16046-0411 

www.stjohnchurchmars.org 

Phone: 724-625-1830         email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org  

Rev. Katie McNeal, Presiding Minister 

Maizy Fisher, Director of Music Ministries 

“So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to 

tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” 

And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.” 

- Matthew 28:8-9 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

 

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift as you are comfortable. You may also 

place any updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and placing 

them in the offering plates.  

At the time of Holy Communion, all are welcome to come forward via the center aisle, receive 

the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, commune all 

on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. front of the right side, commune all on 

the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come forward, you may 

receive the bread from the pastor, then pre-filled cups with wine or grape juice from the 

assisting minister. You may consume the elements after receiving them then place the empty cup 

in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not receive Holy Communion are welcome to 

come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  
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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

PRELUDE 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365) 

 
 

*GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 

 

Water! We praise you, O God, for water: 

for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 

We praise you for waters that wash us clean, 

quench our thirst, and nurture your whole creation. 

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

We ask this through Christ, 

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, 

you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring. 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

and raised us with Jesus. 

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

and in them we are born anew. 

 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,  

we are welcomed, restored, and supported 

as citizens of the new creation,  

and together let us sing for joy at God’s victory over death! 

Alleluia!  
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*THIS IS THE FEAST 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become 

the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and 

help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34–43 
 

A reading from Acts. 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all.  
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced:  38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 

he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him.  39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and 

allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  42He commanded us to preach to 

the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  
43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 

sins through his name." 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 118 Metrical Psalter 

 

 
1. Give thanks for God is good, 

God’s love is steadfast, sure; 

Let Israel confess, “God’s love 

Forever will endure.” 
 

2. God is my strength and song, 

The Savior I have found; 

Now from the tents of all the just 

There comes triumphant sound: 

3. I shall not die but live, 

And praise God with my breath; 

The Lord has punished me, but not 

Delivered me to death. 
 

4. This is the Lord’s own work 

And marvelous to see; 

The Lord has acted on this day, 

We praise God’s victory.
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 21For 

since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a 

human being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23But each in his own 

order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the 

end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and 

every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 28:1-10 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 

Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and 

became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 

see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 

dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my 

message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 

his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR – Christ the Lord is Risen Today (handbells)  

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY The Day of Resurrection! (ELW 361) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 
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*NICENE CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

On this day of resurrection joy, let us offer our prayers  

for ourselves, our neighbors, and our world. 

 

Renewing God, the good news of your resurrection changed the world. Give church leaders and 

all the baptized the same excitement as the women at the tomb, and inspire us to share your 

abundant life. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Sustaining God, your creation abounds with signs of new life in budding trees and newborn 

creatures. Provide fertile soil, ample sunlight, and nourishing rain for the growth of plants, and 

provide farmers with a plentiful harvest. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Sheltering God, strengthen and sustain all who support vulnerable people across the world. 

Empower government agencies and international organizations that provide for refugees and 

migrants forced to leave their homelands. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Encouraging God, you do a new thing among us. We pray for those gripped by fear and anxiety 

or who suffer in any way especially Jeff, Bob, Marcia, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Chuck, Henry, 

Harry, Roy, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Karen, Katie, Larry, Debi, those on our prayer list, and all whom 

we remember aloud or in our hearts. Send us as your healing presence to places of hunger, pain, 

illness, or overwhelming sorrow. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Surprising God, you offer endless ways for us to delight in your grace. Give this community of 

faith a sense of joy and wonder in exploring new avenues of faith formation, worship, and 

discipleship. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Resurrecting God, you make us alive in Christ. Thank you for blessing us with faithful 

witnesses who now rest in you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Listening God, hear the prayers we lift up to you this day (blue prayer cards are read). We 

offer to you the prayers that we do not yet dare to speak, but we know you hear, trusting in your 

abundant and ever-present mercy. 

Amen. 
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*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  

 

CHOIR – Savior, Redeemer of My Soul  

Text by Orson F Whitney, Music by Michael Bailey Kelly Coleman 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379) 

Rise on verse 4 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 

As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 

you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God, and great is your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will 

and accomplished our salvation. 

 

To explain God’s love, to show it and share it, 

in the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his good command, 

his life-giving Passion and death, 

his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again, 

we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought, but as we are able; 

and we ask you to accept our praise and thanksgiving, 

and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us,  

and these your own gifts of bread and wine; 

that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son 

may be filled with heavenly peace and joy, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be made holy, 

and have our place with all your saints. 

 

All blessing, praise, and thanks to you, Holy God, 

through Jesus Christ, 

by your Spirit, 

in your church, 

without end. 

Amen 
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Come, for all is now ready.  

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and 

experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Those who do not 

receive the elements of bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION   
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COMMUNION HYMN Thine Is the Glory (ELW 376) 
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COMMUNION HYMN At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing (ELW 362) 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 207) 
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send water to give new life, and the 

bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that 

we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG This Joyful Eastertide (ELW 391) 

 
*DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Valerie Cardinal 

Acolyte: Abigail Cardinal 

Ushers:  

Greeters: Cardinal Family 

Offering: Anna Kramer & Nathan Kramer 

 

Attendance last week: 56 +6 zoom 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made 

new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to 

everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s 

faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we 

are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s 

endless love. 

 

Today’s Music 
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today. Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1–3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; 

Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, st. 4, Music: J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708. Public Domain. 

Psalm 118. Text: The New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber, © 2008. Music: FESTAL, William H. 

Walter, 1825–1893, Public Domain.  

The Day of Resurrection!  Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt., 

Music: German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833.  Public 

Domain. 
Savior, Redeemer of My Soul. Text: Orson F Whitney, Music: Michael Bailey. © 2022 Michael Bailey 

Now the Green Blade Rises. Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872–1958, Music: French carol. 

Oxford University Press (New York) / Public Domain. 

Thine Is the Glory. Text: Edmond Budry, 1854–1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875–1939,  

Music: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759. Public Domain. 

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing. Text: Latin hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–1868, alt.,  

Music: Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566. Public Domain / CPH Publishing (SESAC).  

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise. Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927. Augsburg Fortress. 

This Joyful Eastertide. Text: George R. Woodward, 1848–1934,  

Music: Dutch folk tune, 17th cent.; arr. hymnal version. Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

 
 


