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“It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all 
the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in 
its shade. ” 

                                                                                    -Mark 4:31-32 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Visitor information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level and has the service available via television. 

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator.  
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of intercession.  
 

PRELUDE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*GATHERING SONG What Is This Place (ELW 524) 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, 

whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Righteous God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 

God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

In God’s goodness, we are free to claim the gift of God’s mercy: 

we are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Now the Feast and Celebration (ELW 167) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and 

nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 

A reading from Ezekiel. 

 
22Thus says the Lord GOD:  

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain. 

 23On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

  in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 

 24All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the LORD. 

 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the LORD have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 92:1–4, 11–14 

 

 

 
 

1. To give you thanks, O Lord, is good;  

To praise your Name, Most High is right;  

To tell your love at break of day,  

Proclaim your faithfulness at night. 

 

2. I sing to you with lyre and harp,  

Rejoicing with the psaltery;  

You make me glad by all your acts,  

I glory in your victory. 

3. The just shall flourish like a palm  

And like a cedar spread abroad;  

Those planted in the house of God  

Shall flourish there before the Lord. 

 

4. They shall bear fruit in their old age;  

They shall be succulent and green,  

That they may show how just is God,  

My Rock in whom no fault is seen. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 

are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and 

we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home 

or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat 

of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether 

good or evil. 

  11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are 

well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not 

commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that 

you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if 

we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of 

Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 
15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 

who died and was raised for them. 

 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 

once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if 

anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new! 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Mark 4:26-34 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and 

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 

how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 
29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

 30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 

for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 

seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 

puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did 

not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY We’ve Come This Far by Faith (ELW 633) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our world. 

 A brief silence. 
 

Nourish your faithful people through gifts of word and worship. Guide the church in listening to 

and interpreting your message of grace for this time and place in history. In your wisdom, lead 

us in expanding the reach of your love. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Nature sings your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. Sustain the holy rhythms 

of creation: days and seasons, hibernation and activity, phases of the moon and tides of the sea. 

Let these patterns assure us of your constancy. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

You raise the lowly and humble those in high regard. Raise up all who are victims of 

marginalization, discrimination, and hate. As we anticipate Juneteenth, banish white supremacy 

and bigotry from the hearts of your people and remove the inclination toward anger and 

violence. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Tend to all who journey by faith and who wait with patience for the fulfillment of your healing 

promises especially Bob, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Katie, 

Debi, Anne, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember in our hearts. Grant 

perseverance to people doing physical and occupational therapy, people living with mobility 

concerns, and people facing chronic pain. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

As you have loved us, so let us love one another. Empower fathers, stepfathers, grandfathers, 

adoptive fathers, and chosen fathers to embody this gift of love for their children. Where these 

relationships are strained or broken, bring your comfort and peace. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

With gratitude, we remember the saints who are now at home with you. Plant seeds of their 

wisdom and witness in our hearts, that we grow in faith until we join them in your heavenly 

dwelling. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God of grace, you hear our prayers, spoken and unspoken. We lift now the prayers that are on 

the hearts and minds of this congregation this day (blue prayer cards are read). Receive our 

prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679) 

Rise on 3rd verse 
 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, 

that the world may be fed with your love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and salutary  

that we should at all times and in all places  

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord,  

through Christ our Lord;  

who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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You are holy, almighty and merciful God, and great is your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will 

and accomplished our salvation. 

 

To explain God’s love, to show it and share it, 

in the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his good command, 

his life-giving Passion and death, 

his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again, 

we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought, but as we are able; 

and we ask you to accept our praise and thanksgiving, 

and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us,  

and these your own gifts of bread and wine; 

that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son 

may be filled with heavenly peace and joy, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be made holy, 

and have our place with all your saints. 

 

All blessing, praise, and thanks to you, Holy God, 

through Jesus Christ, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  

Come! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome to 

come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do 

not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 
 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION HYMN We Walk by Faith (ELW 635) 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 

fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed 

bless, keep, and sustain you ☩ now and to the end of the age. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537)  

 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

[Jesus said,] “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” 

Mark 16:15 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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The flowers on the altar today are from Erin & Jamie Weaver in celebration of their 

Wedding Anniversary. 

 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Emma N 

Acolyte: Abby C 

Ushers: Cardinal Family 

Greeters: Cardinal Family 

Offering: Ava N & Lydia M 

 

Attendance last week: 56 + 4 zoom 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images 

of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better 

imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the 

tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted 

through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not 

appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our 

understanding. 

 

Today’s Music 
What Is This Place. Text: Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933, Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 

1626; arr. Adrian Engels, b. 1906. OCP (Oregon Catholic Press) / Public Domain. 

Now the Feast and Celebration. Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. GIA Publications, Inc. 

We’ve Come This Far by Faith. Text: Albert A. Goodson, 1933-2003, Music: Albert A. Goodson. Manna Music, Inc. 

Psalm 92. Text: The New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber, © 2008. Music: O WALY WALY, English traditional, Public 

Domain.  

For the Fruit of All Creation. Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-

1958. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) / Public Domain. 

We Walk by Faith. Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt., Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. 

Public Domain / GIA Publications, Inc. 

On Our Way Rejoicing. Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–1875, alt., Music: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879. Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

with permission. 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Job 38:1-11 The creator of earth and sea 

Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 You stilled the storm and silenced the waves of the sea 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 Paul’s defense of his ministry 

Mark 4:35-41 Christ calming the sea 
 


