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“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 

someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

 (Mark 10:15) 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Visitor information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. Children are also welcome to utilize the books 

and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on the top level by the elevator.  
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of intercession.  
 

PRELUDE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

*GATHERING SONG  Gather Us In (ELW 532) 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

PRESENTATION 

Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font. The 

assembly is seated. 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 

sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us 

to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, 

anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

 

Sponsors for candidate present the candidates: 

We present Henry Wach for baptism. 

 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your 

child baptized into Christ? 

Response: We do. 

 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with them among God's faithful people, 

bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in their hands the holy scriptures, 

and nurture them in faith and prayer, 

so that your children may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response: We do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered by 

God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 

church? 

Response: We do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 

People of God, do you promise to support Henry and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 

We do. 

 

The assembly stands. 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response: I renounce them. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the entire assembly. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 

Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 

the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel 

from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 

Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of 

sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the 

waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*BAPTISM 

Henry, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen!  

Blessed be God, the source of all life, 

the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy. 

 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

beloved children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain Henry with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 

your presence, both now and forever. Amen. 
 

Henry, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 

Christ forever. Amen. 
 

*WELCOME 

A lighted candle is given to a sponsor of a young child. 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the congregation 

leads the assembly in the welcome. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
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*Canticle of Praise Glory to God 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies 

behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your 

commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

A reading from Amos. 
 

        6Seek the LORD and live, 

  or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 

  and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 

 7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 

  and bring righteousness to the ground! 

 10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 

  and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 

 11Therefore because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, 

 you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; 

 you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. 

 12For I know how many are your transgressions, 

  and how great are your sins— 

 you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

  and push aside the needy in the gate. 

 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 

  for it is an evil time. 

 14Seek good and not evil, that you may live; 

 and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, just as you have said. 

 15Hate evil and love good, 

  and establish justice in the gate; 

 it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 

  will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 90:12-17 

Read responsively – congregation reads bold printed verses 
 

 12So teach us to number our days 

  that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 13Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? 

  Be gracious to your servants.  

 14Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; 

  so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days. 

 15Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us 

  and as many years as we suffered adversity. 

 16Show your servants your works, 

  and your splendor to their children. 

 17May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; 

  prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork. 
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:12-16 

A reading from Hebrews. 

 
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until 

it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of 

the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of 

the one to whom we must render an account. 

 

 14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son 

of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we 

are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL READING: Mark 10:17-31 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 

“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 

me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 

murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 

You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept 

all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, 

sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 

come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had 

many possessions. 

 23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have 

wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But 

Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for 

a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 

God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” 
27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all 

things are possible.” 

 28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus said, 

“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 

children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a 

hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, 

with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and 

the last will be first.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY All Depends on Our Possessing (ELW589)  

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 

 
 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole 

creation. 

Compassionate God, embolden the church to seek all who are lost, clothe those who are naked, 

and mend what is broken. May we be generous bearers of your eternal love. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Sustaining God, as we approach harvest time, we pray for farmers, field workers, and those who 

process crops. Keep us mindful of environmental threats to the nourishing food that feeds the 

world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Steadfast God, inspire world leaders to share resources and work collectively to end global 

poverty, starvation, and preventable disease. Direct us to seek justice and equity, that all may 

live in peace. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, we pray for those who are afflicted, tormented, grieving, oppressed, and lonely 

especially Bob, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Katie, Debi, Anne, 

Karen, Nan, those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and all who 

suffer in any way. Deliver the strength of your love and compassion to all who need it today. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Generous God, we give thanks for the first nations and tribes who inhabited this land. We 

lament the harm done by colonization. Call us to deeper appreciation and care for the languages, 

rituals, and history of all Indigenous people. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Ever-living God, we rejoice to be heirs of the eternal life made real in Jesus' death and 

resurrection. We give thanks for saints of all times and places, first and last, who still inspire us 

to faithful living. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God. We pray for (blue prayer cards are 

read). Receive these and the prayers for which we do not yet have words into your holy keeping 

in the name of your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY HYMN Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 583) Rise on 4th verse 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, 

source of every gift of your creation. 

By these gifts and with our lives, 

help us to serve one another and all in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  

The universe declares your praise:  

Beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 

We praise you, O God.  
 

Generations bless your faithfulness:  

Through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

We bless you, O God.  
 

We give thanks for your dear Son: At the heart of human life;  

near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.  

We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

And gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

Saying: take and eat; this is my body given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink 

Saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,  

we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

In our gathering; within this meal; among your people; throughout the world. 
 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 

Through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus welcomes you to this table. 

Come, here is your God. 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome to 

come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do 

not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 

 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION HYMN Shout to the Lord (ELW 821)  
(sing twice through) 
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COMMUNION HYMN We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479) 

 
 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal 

and fed us with dignity at your table. 

Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

God all mighty, 

God most merciful, 

God of grace 

☩ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705)  

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord say, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ 

And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’”        Isaiah 6:8 
 
 

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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The flowers on the altar today were supplied by John Tully in honor of the US 

Navy’s 249th Birthday! 
 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Denise H 

Acolyte: Carissa M 

Ushers:  

Greeters: Ruth Ann Tully 

Offering: Luca K & Eva K 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 

A rich man approaches Jesus and asks how to inherit eternal life. Jesus tells him to sell 

what he owns, give the money to the poor, and follow. Jesus will accept nothing less than our 

very selves. Like the rich man, we too are left defenseless and grieving by Jesus’ radical call 

to leave behind and give away what we count on for our own security. He wants us, and 

therefore also wants the things that keep us from him; he gazes upon us in love, even as he 

calls us to leave behind our false sources of security. How hard it is for us camels to pass 

through the eye of the needle! We too grieve at the impossibility. It is in fact impossible for 

us, yet more than possible for God to make it so. For we have a “great high priest who has 

passed through the heavens, the Son of God,” who is both able to sympathize with our great 

weakness but also to provide mercy and help. While eternal life on the other side of the needle 

is a free gift that only God can give, it is a gift that claims the entirety of our lives and 

therefore reshapes our stewardship of whatever earthly goods we do have. For first and 

foremost we are called to follow the Christ who gazes upon us in love. Since we are his, 

following him we will enter through the eye of the needle, leaving behind what cannot fit 

through with us. In doing so we are promised that we will gain everything: a hundredfold 

more in this life in a new community under the Cross, “and in the age to come eternal life” 

(Mark 10:30). 

 

Today’s Music 
Gather Us In. Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Music: Marty Haugen. GIA Publications, Inc. 

All Depends on Our Possessing. Text: Gesangbuch, Nürnberg, 1676; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt., Music: Johann Löhner, 1645–

1705, adapt. Public Domain.     

Take My Life, That I May Be. Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879, adapt.; Spanish text: Vicente Mendoza, 1875–1955, Music: William 

Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954. Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress. 

Shout to the Lord. Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965, Music: Darlene Zschech. Integrity Music, Inc. 

We Come to the Hungry Feast. Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943, Music: Ray Makeever. Augsburg Fortress. 

God of Grace and God of Glory. Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969, Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932. Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Reprinted under One License # A-724822  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Isaiah 53:4-12 The suffering servant 

Psalm 91:9-16 You have made the Lord your refuge, and the Most High your habitation 

Hebrews 5:1-10 Through suffering Christ becomes the source of salvation 

Mark 10:35-45 Warnings to ambitious disciples 


