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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
Is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to
your bulletin.

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if
you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below:

i

You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and

placing them in the offering plates. Visitor information cards and member attendance cards
(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates.

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the
time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center
aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side,

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come
forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-
filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements
after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not
receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service.
This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.
Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on
the top level by the elevator.
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in
each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered
during the prayers of intercession.

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*GATHERING SONG The Bells of Christmas (ELW 298)

Verses 1-4
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Silence for reflection

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE This Is the Feast
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your
grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14
A reading from Jeremiah.

"Thus says the LORD:

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;

proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.”

®See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,

and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.

° With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back,

I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;

for | have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

OHear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away;

say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”

"' For the LoRD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.

'>They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,

and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the
oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.

' Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be
merry. | will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for
SOrrow.

"1 will give the priests their fill of fatness,

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: PSALM 147:12-20

> Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,

“who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.

““God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

> God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.

*God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

7God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?

' The LORD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

1 God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.

?The LORD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14
A reading from Ephesians.

°Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, “just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. ® He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, ° to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. " In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace ° that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ? he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, ' as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. ** In Christ
we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, * so that we, who were the first
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. **In him you also, when you had
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; ** this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING: John 1:1-18
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. * He was
in the beginning with God. ® All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. ° The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ' He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. ® He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. ° The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

'“He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. ** He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. ** But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, ** who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“ And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. ** (John testified to him and cried out, “This was
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ )
®From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. '’ The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ** No one has ever seen God. It is
God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY Love Has Come (ELW 292)

(Blue prayer cards are collected)
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*NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all
people. A brief silence

O God, you reveal yourself in this assembly. In water, wine, and bread, show us again and again
your grace upon grace, that your church boldly testifies to your love. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in creation. In seedlings and planets, microorganisms and galaxies, awaken
us to the cry of the earth. As you nourish your people like a watered garden, empower us to
nourish our creaturely companions. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every land and in the farthest parts of the earth. Deliver peoples who
suffer under oppressive regimes. Thwart the foolish plans of unjust leaders. Give wisdom to our
elected officials. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in every human being. Help us recognize your image in our siblings in
Christ who are in the strong grip of addiction, depression, anxiety, hopelessness, or other illness
especially Bob, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Katie, Debi, Anne,
Karen, Nan, Beverly, those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and
all who suffer in any way. Grant us compassion in our care for your people. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself anew every day. In this new year, renew this congregation and its ministries
in our witness to the good news of the incarnation. Transform the way we have always done
things into your new future for us. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

You reveal yourself in the lives of your holy ones. We give you thanks for those who set their
hope on you, trusting the inheritance we receive in you. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

God our strength, look upon us with your everlasting mercy, and receive the prayers gathered
before you now with the prayers on the hearts of this congregation today (blue prayer cards are
read). We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all,
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING COLLECTION
OFFERTORY HYMN Midnight Stars Make Bright the Skies (ELW 280) Rise on 2nd verse
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others.
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life,

at the birth of time your Word brought light into the world.

In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary,

to shine in our shadows and to make us your beloved children.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection,
we await his coming again when all things will be restored in him.

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you,
we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus '’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the

bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN Peace Came to Earth (ELW 285)

1 Peace came to earth at last that chosen night 3 You show the Father none has ever seen,
when angels clove the sky with song and light in flesh and blood you bore our griefs and
and God embodied love and sheathed his might- pains,

Who could but gasp: Immanuel! in bread and wine you visit us again-
Who could but sing: Immanuel! Who could but see Immanuel!

2 And who could be the same for having held
the infant in their arms, and later felt
the wounded hands and side, all doubts
dispelled-
Who could but sigh: Immanuel!
Who could but shout: Immanuel!

Who could but thrill: Immanuel!

4 How else could I have known you, O my God!
How else could I have loved you, O my God!
How else could | embrace you, O my God!
Who could but pray: Immanuel!

Who could but praise Immanuel!
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COMMUNION HYMN What Feast of Love (ELW 487)
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hat feastof love
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S

of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?

1 W
2 What lightof truth is of - fered here, what cov - e - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love 1is of - fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra- cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this is  Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace. Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on
your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

17



0 u
i

*SENDING SONG The First Noel (ELW 300)
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I The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same star three . .
4 This star drew  near to the north-west,  o’er
5 Then en - tered n those wise . . men three, full
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cer-tain poor shep-herds in fields as they lay; in fields  where
in ... the east be - yond . . them far; and to the
wise. . men came .. from coun - try far; to seek for a
Beth - le - hem it took .. its rest; and there it
rev - ‘rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of - fered
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
earth it gave . . . great light, and . Ny it con -
king was their . .. in -  ftent, and to  fol - low the
did both stop ... and stay right . o - ver the
there in his . pres - ence their gold,. . . . and
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night that was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star  wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and  frank - in - cense.
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el, No - el! Born is the King  of Is - ra -el
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE



Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: David D
Acolyte: Lydia M & Carissa M
Ushers: Volunteer
Offering: AvaN & Ella N

Attendance last week: 45 + 5 zoom

Notes for the day’s texts:

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with
God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word
continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures,
the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive
the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

Today’s Music
The Bells of Christmas. Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt., Music: Carl C. N.
Balle, 1806-1855. Public Domain.
Love Has Come. Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950, Music: F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provencale, 1856. Augsburg
Fortress /Public Domain /Music Services, Inc. .
Midnight Stars Make Bright the Skies. Text: Jing-qgiu Yang, 1897-1984; tr. Mildred A. Wiant, 1898-2001, Music: Qi-fang Liang.
Augsburg Fortress /Chinese Christian Literature Council Ltd. .
Peace Came to Earth. Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008, Music: Paul Manz, 1919-2009. CPH Publishing (SESAC) /MorningStar
Music Publishers.
What Feast of Love. Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, Music: English ballad, 16th cent. OCP (Oregon Catholic Press) / Public
Domain.
The First Noel. Text: English traditional, Music: English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901. Public Domain.
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
with permission.
Reprinted under One License # A-724822 and CCLI .

Next Week’s Readings:
Isaiah 60:1-6 Nations come to the light
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 All kings shall bow down before him
Ephesians 3:1-12 The gospel’s promise extends to all
Matthew 2:1-12 Revelation of Christ to the nations of the earth

19



