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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Visitor information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. Children are also welcome to utilize the books 

and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on the top level by the elevator.  
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We are blessed to have our youth lead us in worship this morning. While children and youth 

always play a vital role in our weekly worship, today they get to participate in more ways than 

on other Sundays. The Mars Area Youth Group and Kids Club meet every other week and are 

joint ministries of Mars United Presbyterian Church and St. John Lutheran Church. Regular 

meetings include games, activities and conversations tackling faith topics in engaging and age-

appropriate ways. In addition to regular meetings, participants are invited to engage in extra 

events and service projects. To learn more about these groups, contact Pastor Brian Hauser 

(Mars United Presbyterian Church) or Pastor Katie McNeal (St. John Lutheran Church).  

In worship we come together from various places and backgrounds and traditions. We 

come together as a diverse body of individuals united together with people of all places and 

times in the communion of God the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Welcome. We are glad 

that you are here.  

 

 

As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of intercession. 

PRELUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*GATHERING SONG  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky (ELW 553) 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Greetings to you in the name of the triune God, the one whose word always accomplishes:  

The Shaper of Life, the Savior of Humanity, the Spirit of Renewal.  

Amen. 

 

Today, as we confess our sins, we recognize how easily we overlook the gifts God gives. 

And we accept the sad truth that our limitations often create conditions for sin.  

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

Merciful God, 

we want a faith that feels like more than words, 

but we lack your power to embody goodness. 

We hear your call to serve others yet feel too worn out to make the food.  

We hunger to taste justice but fear the burning spice of the meal.  

We want our place at your table but resist sitting beside a stranger. 

We have lost our appetites for mere thoughts and prayers, 

but we fail to match our intentions to our actions. 

Forgive us and restore us with the healing wholeness of your presence. 

 

God knows we are imperfect.  

But God did not invite us here today for what we have done 

or how we have behaved. God loves you.  

God always cared much more for you than for your shortcomings.  

God forgives you all your sins. 

 

Now repeat after me.  

 

We accept God’s forgiveness. 

We accept God’s forgiveness. 

 

We take our place in God’s purpose. 

We take our place in God’s purpose. 

Amen. 
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*Canticle of Praise Glory to God 

 



6 
 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray:  

Your love has brought us together, and it is your love that sustains us through each day. 

We pray that you would keep us faithful. Give us the courage to witness to your presence 

in the world, today, tomorrow, and into the future. We pray in the name of the One who 

comes, Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 10:11-25 

A reading from Hebrews. 
11 Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices 

that can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 

sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13 and since then has been waiting “until his 

enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for 

all time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 

 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them 

  after those days, says the Lord: 

 I will put my laws in their hearts, 

  and I will write them on their minds,” 
17 he also adds,  

 “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.  

 

  19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 

Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his 

flesh), 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true 

heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 

bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without 

wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to provoke one 

another to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Mark 13:1-8 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large 

stones and what large buildings!” 2 Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? 

Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

  3 When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and 

Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all 

these things are about to be accomplished?” 5 Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no 

one leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many 

astray. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, 

but the end is still to come. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 

there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of 

the birth pangs.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 Children’s Skit 

  Stone Soup by Susan Srikant 

 

SERMON 

 By Pastor Brian Hauser 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723) (blue prayer cards are collected) 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all 

of creation. A brief silence 

O God, in baptismal waters you free us from the power of sin and death. Unite all the baptized 

in the covenant you have made with us, as we strive for your justice and peace in all the earth.  

By your merciful might you sustain creation. Stir us from complacency with the harm we inflict 

on the earth, and urge us to adopt sustainable ways of life that protect and restore our planet. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Through the years you have gathered your church and this community for worship, fellowship, 

formation, and service. Enable us to look beyond the walls of our building to perceive where 

you are calling us forward. With a selfless power you protect all who take refuge in you. As 

nations rise against nations, defend all who are displaced or affected by war or violence. 

Empower all people and nations to pursue peace. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

In your presence you give fullness of joy. Care for all for whom joy feels distant. Be present 

with persons experiencing depression, anxiety, addiction, or any mental illness. We pray 

especially for Bob, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Katie, Debi, 

Anne, Karen, Nan, Beverly, those on our prayer list, all whom we those on our prayer list, and 

all whom we lift up before you now (received prayer cards are read). Bring them healing and 

wholeness. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

With thanksgiving we remember the saints who delight in your everlasting presence. As their 

lives inspire ours, provoke us always to love, holding fast to the confession of our hope in you. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you have 

made, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING  

Gifts may be designated to either St. John Lutheran Church or Mars United Presbyterian by 

writing on the envelope (extra envelopes are available in the pews). Offerings that are not 

designated will be split evenly between the churches to help further the mission and ministry 

of each congregation. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Goodness is Stronger than Evil (ELW 721)  

sing 3 times through   
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Together we pray. Holy Spirit, please bless these small gifts we give. 

You set the table with plenty of love. 
 

Prepare room in your home 

for my neighbor and me. 
 

Prepare a place in your vision 

for my neighbor and me. 
 

Prepare a seat at your table 

for my neighbor and me. 
 

Holy Spirit, you have blessed these gifts we give. 

You set the table with plenty of love.  

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, And gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, Saying: take and eat; this is my body given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

This is the body of Jesus, the blood of Jesus. 
 

To you, O God, holy three-in-one, one-in-three, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen  
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Holy Spirit, you are here now in this food, where you embody forgiveness; 

and in these people, whom you have leavened with grace. 
 

People of God, God’s love grew unseen, but now you know it; 

God’s love echoes in silence, but you have sung the song. 
 

Now come taste the goodness of God’s mercy and notice what God has done for you. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome to 

come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do 

not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMN When Peace Like a River (ELW 785)  

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN All My Hope on God is Founded (ELW 757) 

 

1 All my hope on God is founded 

 who will all my trust renew, 

 who through change and chance will 

guide me, only good and only true. 

 God unknown, God alone, 

 call my heart to be thine own. 

 

2 Mortal pride and earthly glory, 

 sword and crown betray our trust; 

 what with care and toil we fashion, 

 tow'r and temple, fall to dust. 

 But thy pow'r, hour by hour, 

 is my temple and my tow'r. 

3 Great thy goodness, e'er enduring; 

 deep thy wisdom, passing thought; 

 splendor, light, and life attend thee, 

 beauty springing out of naught. 

 Evermore from thy store 

 newborn worlds rise and adore. 

 

4 Still from earth to God eternal 

 sacrifice of praise be done, 

 high above all praises praising 

 for the gift of God's own Son. 

 Christ doth call one and all: 

 ye who follow shall not fall. 
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Faithful God, 

you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 

in the body and blood of your Son. 

Now send us out to labor with you, 

in service to the world you have made, 

and among the people you have made your home, 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

God our Creator, who made the starlit sky, blesses you. 

God our Redeemer, who arrives at just the right time, blesses you. 

God our Sustainer, who sparks hope for the hopeless blesses you.  

God the Three in One and One in Three blesses you. 

God blesses you. Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG Soon and Very Soon (ELW 439)  

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

People of God, you have already shared  

the arrival of God’s goodness.  
 

You carry the blessing of God, God, the First Whisper, 

Jesus, the Living Promise, Spirit, the Speaker of Hearts. 
 

Now go into this world expecting God’s justice 

and nurturing God’s peace. Christ is with you 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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The flowers on the altar today were supplied by Jeff and Deb Martin in celebration of 

their daughter Jessica’s birthday. 

 

Assisting in worship today: 

Assisting Minister: Youth Led Worship 

Acolyte: Youth Led Worship 

Led Worship 

Offering: Youth Led Worship 

 

Attendance last week: 58 + 4 zoom 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 

November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we anticipate 

Christ’s coming again. It is fitting, then, that the readings today tell of the final resurrection 

and the end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that these predictions provoke in 

us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ makes a way for us where there is no 

way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting the 

one who has promised forgiveness. The more we see the last day approaching, the more 

important it is to meet together to provoke one another to love. 

 

Today’s Music 
 

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky. Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, Music: J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815. Public Domain. 

Canticle of the Turning. Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat, Music: Irish traditional. GIA Publications, Inc. / 
Public Domain .     

Goodness is Stronger than Evil. Text: From An African Prayer Book, Desmond Tutu, b. 1931, Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949. 

Doubleday / GIA Publications, Inc. . 

When Peace Like a River. Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888, Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876. Public Domain. 

All My Hope on God is Founded.. Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; para. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt., Music: Herbert 

Howells, 1892-1983. Public Domain / G. Schirmer, Inc.. 

Soon and Very Soon. Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945, Music: Andraé Crouch. Capitol CMG Publishing. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

with permission. 

More Than Words: Words for Worship © 2024 Barn Geese Worship. Used by permission. Adapted by Pastor Katie McNeal. 

Reprinted under One License # A-724822 and CCLI . 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 The one coming with the clouds rules over all 

Psalm 93 Ever since the world began, your throne has been established 

Revelation 1:4b-8 Glory to the one who made us a kingdom 

John 18:33-37 The kingdom of Christ 


