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“Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 

give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 

are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first 

will be last.”                

       ~Matthew 20:14-16    
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

 

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. You may also offer updates to our 

ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and placing them in the offering plates. 

Visitor information cards and member attendance cards (attached to the front of the bulletin) 

may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

At the time of Holy Communion, all are welcome to come forward via the center aisle, receive 

the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, commune all 

on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come forward, you may 

receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-filled cups with 

wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements after receiving 

them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not receive Holy 

Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of intercession.  
 

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*GATHERING SONG We Come to You for Healing, Lord (ELW 617) 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,  

and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins,  

God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  

and made us alive together with Christ.  

By grace we have been saved.  

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  

May almighty God strengthen us through the Holy Spirit,  

that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

Freed and forgiven in Christ, let us sing our praises before God! 
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*GLORY TO GOD   
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train 

us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11 

 

A reading from Jonah. 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 

do it. 

 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and 

said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 

Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please 

take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right 

for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 

booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 

city. 

 6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 

head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when 

dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 
8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 

Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to 

live.” 

 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 

angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 

did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 
11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 

hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also 

many animals?” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8 

 1I will exalt you, my God and king, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 2Every day will I bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 

 3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 

  There is no end to your greatness. 

 4One generation shall praise your works to another 

  and shall declare your power.  

 5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

  and all your marvelous works. 

 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

  and I will recount your greatness. 

 7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 

 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 

 

A reading from Philippians. 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 

labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire 

is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more 

necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 

all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 

Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

 27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 

see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated 

by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And 

this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 

Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 

had and now hear that I still have. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 20:1-16 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 

the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual 

daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 

others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, 

and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and 

about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 

standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to 

him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When 

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them 

their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five 

o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they 

thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And 

when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only 

one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 

agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 

this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 

me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807)  

(Blue prayer cards are collected)  

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence for reflection 

God who is gracious and merciful, teach your church to invite and welcome all. Lead us to be 

grateful for the blessing of community. Challenge your church to choose equity and compassion 

over judgment. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God who sends the wind and the sun, you know every worm and bush by name. Help us 

remember that even the humblest parts of creation are precious to you. Show us how best to 

care for the earth and its creatures. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God who is ready to relent from punishing, impart your compassionate wisdom to legislators, 

judges, members of the military, and law enforcement. Give them courage to serve their 

communities in times of uncertainty, stress, or exhaustion. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God who saves, direct those who are tempted by evil ways. Protect your children from calamity 

and disaster. Strengthen all who are incarcerated. Encourage all who are in despair or pain of 

any kind especially Bob, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Katie, 

Debi, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God who is slow to anger, may we boast about the goodness of Jesus with the confidence of 

Paul in prison. Inspire us to find abundance in whatever vocation we are called to in the world 

and in service to our congregation. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God who abounds in steadfast love, we give thanks for the saints called to the kingdom of 

heaven. United with them in spirit, hold us firm as we labor in this life and look to the life to 

come. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of on the hearts 

of this congregation today (blue prayer cards are read). Into your hands, O God, we commend 

all for whom we pray in the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ 

our Savior. Amen. 

 

*EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  
 

OFFERING  
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OFFERTORY HYMN Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623)  

*Rise on 4th verse 

 

 

*BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you,  

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us and 

called us your own. In your grace, we offer ourselves to your service  

and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made,  

for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

to explain God’s love, to show it and share it, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

We remember his life lived for others, 

and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 

We await his coming, 

when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

 

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. 
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the lord is good; come, for all is now ready. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and 

experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Those who do not 

receive the elements of bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMN What Feast of Love (ELW 487) 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 

fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me (ELW 860)  

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord say, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ 

And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’”        Isaiah 6:8 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Valerie Cardinal 

Acolyte: Nathan K 

Usher:  

Greeters: Ruth Ann T 

Offering: Ava N and Ella N 

Attendance Last Week: 56 + 3 zoom 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 

Poor Jonah. The guy never could get comfortable. He was uncomfortable with his God-

given call to preach to Nineveh; he was uncomfortable in the arms of the sailors as they 

hoisted him over the boat’s edge and tossed him into the sea; he was uncomfortable as the 

ocean’s raging waves flung him about like flotsam; he was—undoubtedly—uncomfortable in 

the fish’s belly; and he was uncomfortable and downright angry with God’s mercy on the 

people of Nineveh. Jonah had a hard time getting comfortable with himself, and, even more 

so, Jonah was uneasy embracing the wideness of God’s grace. 

The same can be said about the laborers in Jesus’ parable here in Matthew 20. The 

laborers who came in the early morning hours are ill-at-ease with the landowner’s choice “to 

give to this last the same as I give to you.” Like Jonah, they are uncomfortable with the 

unchecked mercy offered by the landowner/God. God doesn’t play by our rules, and that can 

be very discomforting for us all. Our discomfort with grace manifests itself in all sorts of 

ways. It can be discomforting for us to engage the poor and the outcast of our society. It can 

be discomforting for us to welcome immigrants into our communities. It can be discomforting 

to address the pervasive racism that still surrounds us. And it can be very discomforting for us 

to open our lives to the transforming power of the cross of Christ, whereby “the last will be 

first, and the first will be last” (Matt. 20:16). 

Could it be that the more uncomfortable we become with the reckless love of God, the 

closer we are to understanding the meaning of grace? 

 

Today’s Music 
We Come to You for Healing, Lord. Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923, Music: Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824. GIA Publications, Inc. / Public 

Domain. 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing. Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt., Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813. Public 

Domain.   

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me. Text: Augustus M Toplady, 1740-1778, Music: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872. Public Domain. 

What Feast of Love. Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, Music: English ballad, 16th cent. OCP (Oregon Catholic Press) / Public Domain. 

I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me. Text: African American spiritual, Music: African American spiritual. Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission. 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 The fairness of God’s way 

Psalm 25:1-9 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love 

Philippians 2:1-13 Christ humbled to the point of death on a cross 

Matthew 21:23-32 A parable of doing God’s will 


