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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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www.stjohnchurchmars.org 

Phone: 724-625-1830        email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org  

Rev. Katie McNeal, Presiding Minister 
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“Then his lord summoned him and said to him…I forgave you all that 

debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your 

fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?” 

                      

           ~Matthew 18:32-33 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

 

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. You may also offer updates to our 

ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and placing them in the offering plates. 

Visitor information cards and member attendance cards (attached to the front of the bulletin) 

may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

At the time of Holy Communion, all are welcome to come forward via the center aisle, receive 

the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, commune all 

on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come forward, you may 

receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-filled cups with 

wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements after receiving 

them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not receive Holy 

Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of intercession.  
 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A MESSAGE FROM LUTHERLYN 

 

*GATHERING SONG I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,  

and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins,  

God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  

and made us alive together with Christ.  

By grace we have been saved.  

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.  

May almighty God strengthen us through the Holy Spirit,  

that Christ may live in our hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

Freed and forgiven in Christ, let us sing our praises before God! 
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*GLORY TO GOD   
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 

world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength 

to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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PREESENTATION OF NEW BIBLES 

When these children were baptized, loving adults promised to “bring them to the word of God 

and the holy supper, teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in their hands the holy scriptures, and nurture them in faith and prayer.” 

In our support of their faith, we now place in their hands the Bible that they will use in Sunday 

School this year, a version that helps them know the holy scriptures more and more as they 

grow and learn and enter a new chapter of their faith formation.  

 

I invite our presenters to bring the Bibles forward at this time.  

And repeat after me: 

Receive this Bible. 

Hear God’s word with us. 

Learn and tell its stories. 

Discover its mysteries. 

Honor its commandments. 

Rejoice in its good news. 

May God’s life-giving word 

inspire you and make you wise. 

 

Students, I invite you to repeat after me: 

We receive these Bibles  

with our hands,  

our hearts,  

and our minds. 

 

Together, let us lift up these children and their new Bibles!  

We rejoice in this step in your journey with God. 

We pray God will guide you, your family, and us 

as you use this Holy Bible in your home, 

in your Sunday School classes, and in our worship. 

We will learn together and grow in our love for God's Word. 
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HYMN God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage (ELW 509) 

 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 

 

A reading from Genesis. 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 

grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they 

approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I 

beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 

therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when 

they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here 

as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even 

though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 

numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and 

your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 103: 8-13 

 

 8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  

 9you will not always accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your anger forever. 

 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 

 12As far as the east is from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

 13As a father has compassion for his children, 

  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 

 

A reading from Romans. 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not 

despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for 

God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before 

their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them 

stand. 

 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 

be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 

Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 

who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, 

and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 

living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,  

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:21-35 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 

often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 

tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 

talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 

with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell 

on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And 

out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 

slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 

seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went 

and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had 

happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 

taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 

slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 

would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 

not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace (ELW 716)  

(Blue prayer cards are collected)  

 
 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence for reflection 
 

We pray for the church. Bless the missions and ministries of diverse congregations, that they 

uplift the good news of salvation in ways that can be understood. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and healing to rivers clogged 

with pollution. Enrich the soil for trees and plants. Protect the crops needed to feed those who 

hunger. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who govern. Encourage those in positions of power to lead with empathy, 

practice forgiveness, and care for those who struggle. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for our neighbors who face illness of any kind. For those strained financially, for all 

living with chronic pain, mental illness, the disease of addiction, or otherwise afraid or in 

harm’s way. Protect all who cry out for mercy especially Bob, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, 

Harry, Roy, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Katie, Debi, those on our prayer list, and all whom we 

remember aloud or in our hearts. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for this congregation. Open our hearts to practice intentional invitation. Help us to 

forgive each other, practice patience, and choose welcome over judgment. Move us to care for 

those in our community seeking refuge and safety. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We give thanks for the saints who died in faith. Show us how to live faithfully, creatively, and 

lovingly in your church and world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of on the hearts 

of this congregation today (blue prayer cards are read). Into your hands, O God, we commend 

all for whom we pray in the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ 

our Savior. Amen. 
 

*EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  

 

OFFERING  
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OFFERTORY HYMN O God in Heaven (ELW 748)  

*Rise on 3rd verse 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Blessed are you,  

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us and 

called us your own. In your grace, we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives 

to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  

through our Savior Jesus Christ;  

who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

to explain God’s love, to show it and share it, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

We remember his life lived for others, 

and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 

We await his coming, 

when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

 

Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 

Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. 
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the lord is good, come, for all is now ready. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and 

experience the real presence of Christ in the elements of communion. Those who do not receive 

the physical elements of communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMN When We Are Living (ELW 639) 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 

this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 

fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)  

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord say, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ 

And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’”        Isaiah 6:8 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Assisting in worship today:   

Guest Preacher: Pastor Ryan Fitch (Camp Lutherlyn)  

Assisting Minister: Valerie Cardinal 

Acolyte: Ava N 

Young Reader: Abigail C 

Usher:  

Greeters: Ruth Ann T 

Offering: Anna K and Nathan K  

 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand 

before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we 

forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. Christians do not, in fact, live in 

godly perfection, but continuously need the mercy of God and the forgiveness of the 

community. The use of the imagery of debt suggests that we actually owe to one another both 

ethical living and gracious forgiveness. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship 

and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in 

the world. 

 

Today’s Music 
 

I Come with Joy. Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936, Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) 

/ Public Domain. 

God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage. Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861–1925, alt.,  

Music: Martin Luther, 1483–1546. Public Domain.   

Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace. Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916-2018, alt., Music: Šamotulský Kancionál, 1561. CPH 

Publishing (SESAC) / Public Domain. 

O God in Heaven. Text: Daniel T. Niles, 1908-1970, alt., Music: Ilonggo (Philippines) traditional, adapt. Elena G. Maquiso, 1961-

2005. I-to Loh / Public Domain. 

When We Are Living. Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942; st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. 

George Lockwood, b. 1946, Music: Spanish traditional. United Methodist Publishing House / Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress . 

Go My Children, with My Blessing. Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008, alt., Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan 

Williams, 1872–1958. CPH Publishing (SESAC) / Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

with permission. 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Jonah 3:10—4:11 God’s concern for the city of Nineveh 

Psalm 145:1-8 The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love 

Philippians 1:21-30 Standing firm in the gospel 

Matthew 20:1-16 The parable of the vineyard workers 


