
1 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9th Sunday after Pentecost – July 30, 2023 

420 Beaver St., PO Box 411 

Mars, PA 16046-0411 

www.stjohnchurchmars.org 

Phone: 724-625-1830        email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org  

Rev. Katie McNeal, Presiding Minister 

Maizy Fisher, Director of Music Ministries 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed 

in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 

greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 

make nests in its branches.”         

          ~Matthew 13:31-32 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

 

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift as you are comfortable. You may also 

place any updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and placing 

them in the offering plates.  

At the time of Holy Communion, all are welcome to come forward via the center aisle, receive 

the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, commune all 

on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come forward, you may 

receive the bread from the pastor, then pre-filled cups with wine or grape juice from the 

assisting minister. You may consume the elements after receiving them then place the empty cup 

in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not receive Holy Communion are welcome to 

come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of intercession.  
 

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, 

whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Righteous God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 

God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

In God’s goodness, we are free to claim the gift of God’s mercy: 

we are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG Open Your Ears, O Faithful People (ELW 519) 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*GLORY TO GOD  

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us 

into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may 

treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 

A reading from 1 Kings. 

 
5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 

should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 

servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and 

have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made 

your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know 

how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 

chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant 

therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; 

for who can govern this your great people?” 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have 

asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, 

but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your 

word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and 

no one like you shall arise after you.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136 

    129Your decrees are wonderful; 

  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

 130When your word is opened it gives light; 

  it gives understanding to the simple. 

 131I open my mouth and pant 

  because I long for your commandments. 

 132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

  as you always do to those who love your name.  

 133Order my footsteps in your word; 

  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 

  and I will keep your commandments. 

 135Let your face shine upon your servant 

  and teach me your statutes. 

 136My eyes shed streams of tears, 

  because people do not keep your teaching.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 

A reading from Romans. 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 

very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows 

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will 

of God. 

 28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those 

whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those 

whom he justified he also glorified. 

 31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who 

did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 

everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand 

of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 

hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is 

written,  

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 

has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 

make nests in its branches.” 

 33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 

then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one 

pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 

every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 

threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate 

the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore 

every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 

who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY We Eat the Bread of Teaching (ELW 518) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence for reflection 
 

Almighty God, we pray for the church and all servants of the gospel. Equip rostered and lay 

ministers to proclaim that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Form 

confirmands and catechumens into disciples. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Gracious God, we pray for the well-being of creation. Safeguard the environment, clean 

polluted rivers and lakes, preserve the mighty tree and the tiny mustard seed, and send 

advocates for sustainable practices. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Compassionate God, we pray for the nations. Instill in all who govern the ability to discern 

between good and evil, free those who are oppressed, and protect those facing danger. Promote 

peace across the world and in our towns and neighborhoods. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Merciful God, we pray for all in any need. Protect those fleeing from war, shelter any who are 

in poverty, clothe the naked, soothe all who grieve, and heal the sick especially Jeff, Bob, 

Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Katie, Debi, those on our 

prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy God, we pray for this congregation, both those gathered today and those absent from our 

assembly. Grant safety to travelers and children attending summer camps or community 

programs. Give direction to any experiencing life transitions. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Eternal God, we give thanks for your saints who now rest from their labors. Inspire us by their 

witness to treasure the gospel, and continually nourish us with your grace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray, O God, for your everlasting presence, trusting that you hear our prayers, spoken and 

unspoken. We lift the prayers on the hearts and minds of this congregation this day (blue prayer 

cards are read). Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  
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OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686) 

*Rise on 4th verse 

 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, 

that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection  

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  

who preached good news to the poor,  

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

to explain God’s love, to show it and share it, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,  

we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,  

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,  

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. Come, for all is now ready.  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and 

experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Those who do not 

receive the elements of bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMN All My Hope on God Is Founded (ELW 757) 
 

1. All my hope on God is founded 

who will all my trust renew, 

who through change and chance will  

guide me, 

only good and only true. 

God unknown, God alone, 

call my heart to be thine own. 

 

2. Mortal pride and earthly glory, 

sword and crown betray our trust; 

what with care and toil we fashion, 

tow'r and temple, fall to dust. 

But thy pow'r, hour by hour, 

is my temple and my tow'r. 

 

 

 

3.  Great thy goodness, e'er enduring; 

deep thy wisdom, passing thought; 

splendor, light, and life attend thee, 

beauty springing out of naught. 

Evermore from thy store 

newborn worlds rise and adore. 

 

4.  Still from earth to God eternal 

sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising 

for the gift of God's own Son. 

Christ doth call one and all: 

ye who follow shall not fall. 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest 

treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed, 

bless, keep, and sustain you ☩ now and to the end of the age. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705)  

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

[Jesus said,] “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” 

Mark 16:15 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Today’s altar flowers are in dedication to the glory of God by Cindy and Dave Knauff.  

 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Kelly Greb 

Acolyte:  

Usher:  

Greeters:  

Offering: Jules Knauff and Abigail Cardinal  

 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In 

today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that 

becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that 

gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s 

grace finds us first! 

 

Today’s Music 
Open Your Ears, O Faithful People. Text: Hasidic traditional; Willard F. Jabusch, b. 1930, English version, Music: Hasidic tune. 

OCP (Oregon Catholic Press) / Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress. 

We Eat the Bread of Teaching. Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916–1997, Music: Jerry Ray Brubaker, b. 1946. World Library Publications, 

a divisioin of GIA Publications, Inc..  

We Give Thee but Thine Own. Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt., Music: L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantic Lauda, 1850. Public 

Domain 

All My Hope on God Is Founded.  Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; para. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt., Music: Herbert 

Howells, 1892-1983. Public Domain / G. Schirmer, Inc. 

God of Grace and God of Glory. Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969, Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932. Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

with permission. 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Isaiah 55:1-5 Eat and drink that which truly satisfies 

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 You open wide your hand and satisfy 

Romans 9:1-5 The glory of God’s people Israel 

Matthew 14:13-21 Christ feeding five thousand  


