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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
5th Sunday after Pentecost – July 2, 2023 

420 Beaver St., PO Box 411 

Mars, PA 16046-0411 

www.stjohnchurchmars.org 

Phone: 724-625-1830        email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org  

Rev. Katie McNeal, Presiding Minister 

Maizy Fisher, Director of Music Ministries 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 

one who sent me.” 

 

           ~Matthew 10:41 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

 

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift as you are comfortable. You may also 

place any updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and placing 

them in the offering plates.  

At the time of Holy Communion, all are welcome to come forward via the center aisle, receive 

the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, commune all 

on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come forward, you may 

receive the bread from the pastor, then pre-filled cups with wine or grape juice from the 

assisting minister. You may consume the elements after receiving them then place the empty cup 

in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not receive Holy Communion are welcome to 

come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of intercession.  
 

PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome (ELW 641)  
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*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, 

whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Righteous God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 

God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

In God’s goodness, we are free to claim the gift of God’s mercy: 

we are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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*GLORY TO GOD  

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape 

the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9  

A reading from Jeremiah: 

 
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the 

people who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! 

May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back 

to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen 

now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets 

who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against 

many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word 

of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: PSALM 89:1-4, 15-18 
 

 1Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; 

  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 

  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 

 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 

 4‘I will establish your line forever, and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”  

 15Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 

  They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence. 

 16They rejoice daily in your name; they are jubilant in your righteousness. 

 17For you are the glory of their strength, 

  and by your favor our might is exalted. 

 18Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD; our king to the Holy One of Israel.  

SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23 

A reading from Romans: 
 

12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No 

longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God 

as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 

instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under 

law but under grace. 

 15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of 

the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become 

obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, 

having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human 

terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as 

slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to 

righteousness for sanctification. 

 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage 

did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is 

death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get 

is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 10:40-42 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will 

receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 

righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of 

cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these 

will lose their reward.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, Praise the Gracious Power (ELW 651) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 

 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

A brief silence for reflection 
 

We pray for the church. For wisdom to heed the voices of prophets in our midst who cast a 

vision of God’s promised future. For courage to welcome people whom society rejects. For 

resolve to serve all in need. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for creation. For all rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams. For lands experiencing 

scorching heat, drought, or wildfires. For conservation organizations and environmental 

activists. For scientists working on clean energy solutions. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for this nation and all nations. For presidents, governors, and legislators. For judges, 

juries, district attorneys, and public defenders. For military personnel. For those who are 

incarcerated. Guide us in ways of freedom that promote the common good. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those in need. For exiles, immigrants, refugees, and those seeking asylum. For 

victims of harassment, torture, or abuse. For those who are ill especially Jeff, Bob, Geneva, 

Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Katie, Debi, those on our prayer list, 

and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. For any near death and for all who grieve. 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for children. For their safety at home and in childcare settings. For their flourishing at 

summer programs and camps. For the many people who care for them. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We give thanks for all the saints and prophets who have received the free gift of God, which is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. May their lives of humble service inspire us in faith. God, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray, O God, for your everlasting presence, trusting that you hear our prayers, spoken and 

unspoken. We lift the prayers on the hearts and minds of this congregation this day (blue prayer 

cards are read). Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 

Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.  
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OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 685)  

*Rise on verse 6 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, 

you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 

and multiply your graciousness in us, 

that the world may be fed with your love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection  

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,  

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  

who preached good news to the poor,  

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

to explain God’s love, to show it and share it, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,  

we await his coming in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,  

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,  

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. Come, for all is now ready.  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and 

experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine of communion. Those who do not 

receive the elements of bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMN As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) 

 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest 

treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed, 

bless, keep, and sustain you ☩ now and to the end of the age. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551)  

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

[Jesus said,] “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.” 

Mark 16:15 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Denise Hager 

Acolyte:  

Usher:  

Greeters:  

Offering: Ava Niklewicz and Ella Niklewicz 

 

 

Attendance Last Week: 40 + 4 zoom 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 

Though we may prefer to think of God giving us lives of joy and ease, a full life in 

Christ also includes sorrow and grief. To the extent we are willing to acknowledge God’s 

presence in every circumstance, our faith becomes integrated and sustainable through a 

lifetime. 

Marked by transformation as clear and life and death (Romans 6), the disciple naturally 

embodies the gospel of Jesus Christ. Like it or not, this includes moments of sadness, grief, 

and betrayal that were very much a part of Jesus’ faithful journey. If our lives are identified 

with Christ, disciples can name both joys and sorrows as dimensions of Christ’s story and 

purpose. The greatest challenge of faith for most Christians is the moment of suffering, so this 

day invites us to practice faithful lament. In an age of denial when difficult things are swept 

under the rug, we may resist the idea that God wants anything to do with suffering. Our 

scriptures, however, ensure we do not avoid earth-bound realities.  

Worship calls us to faithfully lament as well as praise. Let today be a service of full-

hearted proclamation of the depths of life in Christ. 

 

Today’s Music 
 

All Are Welcome. Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, Music: Marty Haugen.  GIA Publications, Inc. 

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power. Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1945-2022, Music: Carol Doran, b. 1936. Oxford University Press (New 

York).  

Take My Life, That I May Bet. Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt., Music: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870.  Public Domain. 

As We Gather at ;Your Table. Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 

1710; arr. Julius Röntgen, 1855–1932. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) / Public Domain. 

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve. Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, Music: attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820. OCP (Oregon 

Catholic Press) / Public Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

with permission. 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Zechariah 9:9-12 The king will come in humility and peace 

Psalm 145:8-14 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion 

Romans 7:15-25a The struggle within the self 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 The yoke of discipleship 


